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completed, therefore, requires that its direction should be placed 
in the hands of a practical astronomer, and we respectfully ask 
for such legislation as will secure this end. ' ' 

It is to be hoped that some action in this very important 
matter will be reached during the present session, and those 
members of the A. S. P. .who are interested can do valuable ser- 
vice by writing to their Senators and Representatives in Congress 
setting forth the reasons why such action is desirable. E. S. H. 

"A Meteoric Crater. 

"Flagstaff (Arizona), Nov. 30, 1891. 

" G. K. Gilbert and Marcus Baker, the former being Chief 
Geologist of the U. S. Geological Survey, have returned from the 
Cafion Diablo, where they were sent by the Government to make 
a map of the region where so much meteoric iron has recently 
been found. 

"They spent sixteen days investigating the mammoth hole in 
the ground supposed to have been made by a meteor. This 
hole is 625 feet deep and two and one-eighth miles in circum- 
ference. 

"The theory is, from the appearance of the walls and from the 
fact that there have been found many pieces of meteoric iron 
around the hole, that the meteor penetrated the earth to a depth 
of 700 or 800 feet before it exploded, and this accounts for the 
strange phenomenon. 

"Three pieces of the meteor, weighing 300, 600 and 850 
pounds, respectively, were found on the mesa within two miles of 
the crater and are now in the Smithsonian Institution. Besides 
these, they found many pieces weighing from two ounces up- 
ward.- — Telegram to the San Francisco Examiner, Tuesday, 
December 1, 1891. 

A Bright Meteor. 

Nordhoff, Ventura County, California, 
November 21, 1891. 

E. S. Holden, LL. D., Mt. Hamilton, Cat. 

Dear Sir: On Wednesday, the 18th inst., at about 10.30 
o'clock, p. m., or perhaps a little later, a very strange and un- 
usual phenomenon was noticed by a member of my family and 
another person, on returning from a concert. A sudden flash of 



